Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 14918 172140Z 
21 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SP-02 AID-05 EB-07 NSC-05 CIEP-01 

TRSE-00 SS-15 STR-04 OMB-01 CEA-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 /069 W 

024977 

R 171409Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5702 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 14918 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: EAIR, EEWT, EMAE, ESTC, UR 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SOVIET INTEREST IN US MACHINE TOOLS FOR PROD- 
UCTION WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT 

USDOC FOR BEWT/DOWNEY, USSR AND TDAD 

1. AMERICAN BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE REPORTED TO COMMERCIAL OFFICE 
OCTOBER 15 THAT "INFLUENTIAL OFFICIA" IN STATE COMMITTEE FOR 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (SCST) HAD ASKED REP IF HE WOULD BE WILLING 
TO ASSIST SOVIETS IN LOCATING AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH- 
TECHNOLOGY MACHINERY FOR PRODUCTION OF WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT. 

SCST OFFICIAL ADVISED HIM SOVIETS HAD DECIDED AGAINST PURCHASING 
AMERICAN OR OTHER WESTERN WIDEBODIED AIRCRAFT AND WOULD PRODUCE 
THEIR OWN. BASED ON THEIR OWN DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY. THEY WERE 
INTERESTED, HOWEVER, IN POSSIBILITY OF OBTAINING SPECIALIZED 
AMERICAN MACHINE TOOLS FOR THEIR PLANTS. OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY 
INDICATED FULL AWARENESS OF POTENTIAL LICENSING DIFFICULTIES. 

2. AMERICAN REP SAID THAT SCST OFFICIAL AWAITING GREEN LIGHT FROM 
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN SCST GVISHIANI AND A DEPUTY MINISTER OF CIVIL 
AVIATION BEFORE "COMMISSIONING" REP TO APPROACH US FIRMS. 

3. COMMENT - ABOVE REPORT - ALBEIT SECOND-HAND AND PRESENTED TO 
AMERICAN REP AS BEING ONLY PRELIMINARY, "UNCLEARED" SOVIET 
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MENTION TO DATE THAT SOVIETS HAVE DECIDED NOT TO PROCEED WITH 
LOCKHEED, BOEING OR MCDONNELL DOUGLAS, OR FOR THAT MATTER, WITH 
AIRBUS INDUSTRIE, ON DIRECT AIRCRAFT PURCHASE. IN VIEW OF LONG 
HIATUS SINCE LAST SOVIET TALKS WITH THESE FIRMS, SUCH A DECISION 
WOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE. IT IS ALSO NOT SURPRISING THAT SOVIETS 
ARE CONCERNED WITH NEED TO OBTAIN THE VERY LARGE, HIGHLY SOPHIS- 
TICATED, SPECIALIZED MACHINE TOOLS REQUIRED TO PRODUCE WIDE- 
BODIED PLANES - AND WITH THE ATTENDANT LICENSING PROBLEMS. 

GIVEN THE FACT THAT PRODUCTION OF WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT HAS BEEN 
CONCENTRATED IN US, WE WOULD ASSUME THAT US MACHINE TOOL MANU- 
FACTURERS WOULD BE MOST LOGICAL SOURCE OF THIS EQUIPMENT. IN 
THIS CONNECTION, COMMERCIAL OFFICE RECALLS THAT MINISTRY OF 
AVIATION INDUSTRY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THIS TYPE OF EQUIPMENT 
IN DISCUSSION WITH CINCINNATI MILICRON DURING APRIL 1974 STANKI- 
USA EXHIBITION. END COMMENT. 
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